
Series: 1 Corinthians: The gospel calls Christians to 
holiness in every area of life.
Title: The Practice of Spiritual Gifts, Part 3
Theme: The revelatory and supernatural gifts were 
temporary and foundational.
Text: 1 Corinthians 14:26-40

Definitions: 
• Continuationism = the revelatory and supernatural gifts 

have not ceased and are given to believers today.
• Cessationism = the revelatory (R) and supernatural (SN) 

gifts have ceased with the ministry of the apostles and the 
completed text of Scripture.

Supporting Arguments:
1. The temporary display of the R&SN gifts is characteristic 

of God’s pattern of working.
2. The temporary nature of R&SN gifts seems timely for the 

church awaiting a sole, sufficient authority.
3. The transitional era of the church is described as a 

“foundation” of apostles and prophets.
4. There is a noticeable lack of definition, regulation or even 

mention of R&SN gifts in the other biblical letters.
5. The text of 1 Corinthians 14:37 subordinates R&SN gifts 

to apostolic authority.
6. The continuation of the R&SN gifts creates a number of 

interpretive challenges.
7. The record of church history indicates that the R&SN gifts 

have not been normative.
8. Our modern day experience reveals no normative 

exercise of the R&SN gifts.
9. The Bible tells us repeatedly the purpose of the 

miraculous signs.
10.New revelation in any form principally undermines the 

sufficiency of Scripture. 

Sermon Notes



“They received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures 
daily to find out whether these things were so” ~ Acts 17:11

Use the following symbols as study tools for our text or your 
own reading schedule: a light bulb (something to see), a 
question mark (something to ask), an arrow (something to 
do), a Bible (somewhere else to look), & a person (someone 
to tell).

💡 - ______________________________________
❓ - ______________________________________
➡ - ______________________________________
📖 - ______________________________________
🙂 - ______________________________________

• In discussions about spiritual gifts and the Holy Spirit, the 
word that often arises is the word “power.” Consider a 
number of verses that link “the Spirit” with the idea of 
“power”: Luke 4:14; Acts 1:8; Acts 10:38; Romans 1:4; 
Romans 15: 13, 19; 1 Corinthians 2:4; 1 Corinthians 5:4; 
Ephesians 3:16; 1 Thessalonians 1:5

Use this space to write down (1) names to remember, (2) 
requests for which to pray, (3) ideas for serving someone in 
the body.
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

For Further Study/Application

For Life in the Body


